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tension/* I said. *f Surely you don't mean that you
want the present sort of near-war to continue, do
you?"
" Not at all/' he said testily; " you seem to have
missed my whole point, I'm saying that it is all very
well to talk about the Partition business whilst we have
Britain doing a great deal to help us; but, if anything
happened by which she could not continue to do so,
or if she lost interest in us, we should be doomed to
massacre."
" Surely that's not likely," I protested.
" Not at present," he said simply; " but we Jews
are not building for our own lifetime; we are five
thousand years old, you know, and we are working for
the remote future of our race. We want to lay the
foundations of a happy, secure and respected Land of
Israel. Do you think that we have sacrificed all the
blood we have lost, allowed our veins to be filled with
malaria, and poured out minions of pounds, to see the
whole thing go up in smoke and flame at the hands
of fanatical Arabs?
" Listen, you may not realize it—but I was not born
to be a farmer—neither were ninety per cent of the
men and women who work on the land in this country.
I, personally, was a Mathematics professor in one of
our Universities—and thousands of my comrades were
men and women in the professions—we haven't turned
ourselves into peasants, and doomed our children to be
peasants, for any light reason. Israel is rich in every
class of people, but we realized long ago that, if we
are to be a landed people, living in our own country,
'Wfe had to have peasants, and the only way to form a

